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What Happened At P&C? – March 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We had two excellent evening and daytime parent meetings this month.  Thanks to those parents and community 
members who attended, close to 30 people!  We covered a number of topics: 
 

 Attendance:  We have a focus on attendance this year.  Students should be attending school 100% of the 

time unless there is a medical issue. 
 

 Library:  We had a fantastic presentation from our wonderful library staff.  They covered the following topics: 
 

o various services in the Library 

o the Oliver system which is a virtual Library where students can search for resources 

o ClickView which is an online platform with videos and other resources 

o Connect After The Bell is our afternoon tutoring program operating from 3pm to 4pm on Wednesdays 

and staffed by our teachers 

o building a reading culture at school and a reading focus at home 

o strategies for choosing a good book 
 

 Book bundles:  I covered research showing that having 350 books in the family home has a beneficial impact 

on literacy, numeracy and ICT skills.  Information will be coming out soon on ways for parents to purchase 

cheap book bundles through Scholastic Book Club to increase the size of their home library. 
 

 Famous books:  Here’s is a list of famous books on our new literacy and numeracy section of the school 

website  These books are a good starting point for parents looking to establish a home library. 
 

 C.E.C.I.L Skills update:  We will cover this in more depth at a future meeting.  Student reports will be updated 

to provide parents with information on how students are achieving in skill areas such as communication, 

engagement, collaboration, innovation and leadership. 
 

 Writing:  An overview of the NAPLAN marking criteria was presented and discussed.  Parents should 

encourage students to write narratives (stories) and there are some websites that provide simple story starters 

for students to expand their imagination. 
 

 Next meeting:  We will not have a normal P&C meeting in April as we are encouraging parents to attend the 

Cucina 105 event catered by our VET Hospitality students. We look forward to seeing you at this event –

bookings can be made at this link.   As a result, the next evening P&C meeting will take place at 6:30pm on 

Monday, 4 May 2020 and our daytime meeting will take place at 9:30am on Thursday, 7 May 2020.  These 

meetings are for us to share information with you and we benefit from these meetings just as much as you.  

Your presence and ideas are what we need. 

Thanks to everyone who came to our meetings.  I look forward to continuing to work with our parents and 
community members.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Sutton 
Principal 

 

 

https://www.cecilhillshigh.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy
https://www.cecilhillshigh.nsw.edu.au/literacy-and-numeracy
https://classchefs.eventbritestudio.com/97020022499
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Careers Website

visit our 

Careers

website

https://www.chhscareers.com.au/
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Attendance

• 200 school days each year

• 13 years of school education

• 2600 school days in total (200 x 13)

• 90% attendance = 2340 out of 2600 days

90% attendance means

260 days or 1.3 years

of education would be missed



Library Update
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Home Library

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/growing-

surrounded-books-may-bolster-skills-later-life-180970523/



Home Library

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/growing-

surrounded-books-may-bolster-skills-later-life-180970523/

The surveys, which were taken between 2011 and 2015, 

showed that the average number of books in participants’ 

childhood homes was 115, but that number varied widely 

from country to country. The average library size in 

Norway was 212 books, for instance; in Turkey, it was 27. 

Across the board, however, it seemed that more books in 

the home was linked to higher proficiency in the areas 

tested by the survey.



Home Library

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/growing-

surrounded-books-may-bolster-skills-later-life-180970523/

Being surrounded by 80 books boosted the levels to 

average, and literacy continued to improve until 

libraries reached about 350 books, at which point 

the literacy rates leveled off. The researchers 

observed similar trends when it came to numeracy; 

the effects were not as pronounced with information 

communication technology tests, but skills did 

improve with increased numbers of books.



Home Library

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/growing-

surrounded-books-may-bolster-skills-later-life-180970523/

“So, literacy-wise, bookish 

adolescence makes up for a good 

deal of educational advantage,” 

the study authors write.



Famous Books



C.E.C.I.L Skills + Reports





Writing Criteria



Encouraging Writing

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/



Encouraging Writing

https://www.squibler.io/dangerous-writing-prompt-app

https://www.squibler.io/dangerous-writing-prompt-app


schooltv.me



Exploring Teens

(Online Magazine)

http://www.exploringteens.com.au/

• useful website with 

loads of information for 

parenting teenagers

• magazine is produced 

every two months

• Facebook page 

regularly links to useful 

articles on teenagers 

and education



Raising Children Website/App

https://raisingchildren.net.au/



Our Next Parent Meeting

The next meeting in April will 

be at 105 Cucina to support 

our VET Hospitality students



THIS 

PRESENTATION 

WILL BE 

EMAILED

TO YOU

Questions



Library at Cecil Hills 

High School
Jenny Green

Michele Low

Debbie Van der Meer



Our Library : a flexible, multifunctional 

and welcoming space



Library Services

 Printing – black and white and colour

 Photocopying

 Use of personal computers and chrome books

 Borrowing : Fiction, Non-fiction, Textbooks

 Research : Websites, Research support, 

 Bibliography and Reference List help –

 Page (xx) of the School diary



Oliver – our virtual Library.

Oliver is a web based learning, teaching, 

information and library management tool 

that can be accessed through the DEC Portal



It looks like this……..



Why is Oliver such a support to students







Connect After the Bell



Social Support : having fun, making 

friends and getting help



Building a Reading Culture at Cecil Hills 

High School

 Reading Initiatives:

 Premier’s Reading Challenge

 National Simultaneous Storytime

 Author visits

 Children’s Bookweek

 Connect – Friday Reading – Exciting initiative this year – “Book Bundles”

 Gift books for home libraries

 Wrapped with Love!

 Book swap

 Mini-book club

 Scholastic Book club



Parent tips:

 Read to your children where possible

 If there are younger siblings, encourage the older sibling to read to them.

 “I’ve got no homework” – encourage reading. Sustained reading of half an 

hour is vital to building the skills of fluency, vocabulary, spelling and 

enjoyment.

 Read yourself! 



How do I PICK a book?

 Knowing P.I.C.K. is empowering for kids. They 

want to know how to choose books that fit for 

them -- books that are enjoyable, fun and 

exciting. It's all about giving our kids the tools 

they need to be strong, confident readers. 

Choosing the best book is the starting point.



Interest

 I = Interest. When choosing a book, it should be something of interest. With 

the many millions of books on shelves today, there's bound to be something out 

there for everyone. And emphasising the interest connections is super-

important as well. If the child is interested in cars, then don't stop at fictional 

stories about cars; consider books about racetracks, car construction, history 

of racing, racecar drivers, or car design. If it's magic that intrigues your 

daughter, then emphasise books about magic shows, magic tricks, and 

magicians; look for books that involve fantasy, science, and invention.

Even if children have a short amount of time to choose books, they can 

determine interest by:

• Looking at the front cover

• Flipping through the pages to glance at photos or illustrations

• Reading the back cover

• Reading the chapter titles



Comprehend

 C = Comprehend. Is the book something that the child can comprehend? Can he 
or she understand what's read? Is it a book that is appropriate for his or her level 
or abilities?

Children are more aware of their reading "level" than we may think, so though we 
don't want to lean entirely on it, it's okay to remind kids that if they're choosing a 
book to read independently, and they read at a Level E (for example) that they 
should not choose a book from the Level M basket. Also, it's important to teach 
kids that if the book isn't labeled with a level, they can quickly assess if it's an 
appropriate book for them by opening the book and choosing a page – the book is 
appropriate for them if they are able to understand what they read. 

Children can determine comprehension asking themselves:
• Did I understand what I just read?
• Do I remember what I read?
• Was I able to read most of the words?



Know the words

 K = Know the Words. Readers should be able to decode -- or read -- and 

understand the majority of the words on the page. The key is to remembering the 

"Five Finger Rule." 

The "Five Finger Rule" outlines a general idea of how many words a reader should 

be able to read on each page.

• 0-1 unknown words = book is too easy

• 2-3 unknown words = book is just right

• 4-5 unknown words = book is too difficult

 We are talking about reading levels here.

 If it’s too hard, kids give up…we give up!



Genres!
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